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But I believe that our ability to get a free
trade area of the Americas—Chile also, I
think, made separate agreements with both
Canada and Mexico. So our ability to get a
free trade area of the Americas and to build
what I think is potentially the most powerful
economic unit in the early part of the next
century, now rests with the willingness of
Congress to approve the fast-track authority
and our ability to get back on track and try
to be a constructive, cooperative part of this
process. And I intend to do whatever I can
to achieve that.

And as I said, I’m delighted that the Presi-
dent is going to address Congress tomorrow.
There’s an enormous amount of admiration
for Chile in the United States Congress,
across party lines, for all kinds of reasons.
And I think his words will be heard, and I
think they will be exceedingly helpful.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 136th news conference
began at 1:16 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Execu-
tive Office Building. President Frei spoke in Span-
ish, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. In his remarks, he referred to a PAC, an
acronym for Presidential advisory committee. In
this case the President’s Advisory Committee on
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses.

Statement on Senate Action on the
Balanced Budget Amendment

February 26, 1997

I have made clear my concerns about the
balanced budget amendment, and I am
pleased that Senator Torricelli has made the
difficult decision to oppose that measure.

Now it’s time to get down to the hard work
of balancing the budget. I look forward to
working with both Republicans and Demo-
crats in Congress to enact a plan that bal-
ances the budget in 5 years while protecting
education and other critical investments in
America’s future.

Memorandum on Gulf War
Documents
February 26, 1997

Memorandum for the Chairperson of the
Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf
War Veterans’ Illnesses

Subject: Gulf War Documents
I’ve made it very clear from the early days

of my Administration that the welfare of Gulf
War veterans is a national priority. My strong
and continuing commitment, reflected in the
establishment and recent extension of the
Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf
War Veterans’ Illnesses, is to leave no stone
unturned on behalf of those who served in
the Persian Gulf theater. This commitment
entails ensuring both that sick Gulf War vet-
erans receive the medical care they require
and that all relevant information that may
help us understand the risks they faced is
brought to light.

As you are aware, the Central Intelligence
Agency, working in cooperation with the De-
partment of Defense, has recently declas-
sified several documents relating to the ongo-
ing investigation of possible chemical warfare
agent exposure of U.S. forces during demoli-
tion operations at Khamisiyah after the Gulf
War. These documents indicate that: (1) U.S.
Army units were warned of the possibility
that there were chemical munitions at the
Khamisiyah ammunition depot prior to seiz-
ing that objective during the ground war in
February 1991; and (2) in November 1991,
the Central Intelligence Agency prepared a
classified message documenting the possibil-
ity that U.S. forces conducting demolition
operations at the Khamisiyah facility were ex-
posed to chemical warfare agents.

While the many issues related to Gulf War
illnesses are complex and entail consideration
of massive quantities of information, there
must be no question of this Nation’s commit-
ment to protecting its soldiers on the battle-
field and then ensuring that they receive the
care they require upon returning home. This
is a joint bipartisan responsibility that my Ad-
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